INTRODUCTION
There are physical virtues, of hardihood, endurance, and skill
in the use of its primitive ingenious tools. And there are moral
virtues: honesty, kindliness, patience, a ready gaiety, affection
for children, an infinite tolerance. Their amazing tolerance
gives the Eskimo a freedom that is circumscribed only by the
climate and the rigorous poverty of Arctic life. There, below
the Magnetic Pole, they live in a bitter Abbey of Theleina, and
do what they will at the very moment of conceiving their desire.
They judge not, and they are not judged. They tolerate the
shiftless and the foolish members of their tribe, they acquiesce
in a neighbour's sudden whim—it may be to stop and drink
tea in the heart of a blizzard — and despite their hunting skill,
their skill in fishing, their skill to endure, they are disdainful of
efficiency. They take no thought for the morrow, and they are
happy.
De Poncins' quest was not in vain. He found something, in
the mental fact of the Eskimo world, that recompensed him for
the danger and vile discomfort of his journey. But he explored
more deeply than this, and found a reason, not merely for the
ridiculous happiness of the Eskimo, but for the virtues that
produce it.
Before attempting to estimate the worth of his discovery,
however, there should be some mention of the incidental values
of his story. He can describe, with equal liveliness and attrac-
tion, the dreadful landscapes of the North, and its robust in-
habitants. He has an accurate imagination, and can write of
an Eskimo, hurrying through a snowstorm, as running like a
shadow without its man. In the quality of his writing there is
something of the quality of the Eskimo tongue, that abounds
in immediate pictorial images. And his story is populated
by engaging characters, not Eskimos only, but traders of the
Hudson's Bay Company — whose lives, within limits, appear to
be delectable — and occasional priests, of mystical temper and
ascetic habit, who live with the natives a life even harder than
theirs.
There was a priest called Father Henry, who lived in a

